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Special Forces Association 
Isaac Camacho Chapter IX 
5200 Ballinger Dr. 
El Paso, Texas 79924 

Address service requested 
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Special Forces 

Association 

Isaac Camacho Chapter 

IX 

5200 BALLINGER DRIVE 

El Paso, Texas 79924 
 

http://www.sfa9.org/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Next Meeting January 17th, 1300 at VFW Post 812, McKelligon Canyon 
1st Group Reunion Committee Meeting at noon before each meeting 

 

After meeting meal hosts: JAN – Tom; FEB – Ike, MAR - TBD 
 

SFA 2009 Convention Sunday June 7 - Friday 12 June 2009, Las Vegas, Nevada 
(1st Group Reunion, El Paso, 16-21 June – See below notes from meeting) 

 

Reminder, everybody should turn in their Bio and picture to the Secretary. 

   
                                  Sean Driscoll                              Jose Ibarra                             Roman Bautista 

Pete Peral, President 
915-526-6960 

Crash18e@gmail.com 

Greg Brown, VP 
915-525-4492 

rgrbrown@juno.com 

 

Bill Snider, Secretary 
915-667-9527 

sniderbill@worldnet.att.net 

John Szilvasy, Chaplain             
915-757-9006 

jszilva@elp.rr.com 

 

Jose Ibarra, Treasurer 
915-779-3373 
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Minutes of Meeting 20 December:  Chapter President Pete Peral called the meeting to order at 13:08 hours 
with the citing of the pledge of allegiance followed by a prayer from Chaplain Szilvasy.  In attendance:  Pete 
Peral, Ike Camacho, Chuck Von Kriegsfield, Vern Walden, Joe “China Boy” Lopez, Gus Gonzalez, Fedencio 
Gonzalez, Bill Snider, Ramon “Moose” Saiz, Leo Enriquez, Pablo Sanchez, Roy Aldridge, Tony Lara, Jose 
Ibarra, Tom Brady, Ed Trout, Rolando Torres, John Szilvasy, Greg Brown, Joe Kerwin, Jerry Campos, Chris 
Hernandez & Sean Driscoll. 
 

Guests and New Members:  Debbie Torres, Cecelia, Carol Rainey, Martha Gonzalez, Gracie Camacho, 
Officer Rick Martinez and USASMA Richard Bacon. 
 

November’s meeting minutes were accepted.  Treasurers’ report:  Rainey Scholarship fund is over 2K and will 
be over 3K once the Chapter transfers the money from the Golf Tournament.  Chapter account is healthy, 
better than ever before. 
 

Sick Call:  Sean Driscoll is recovering from an operation and came to the meeting wearing a sling.  Roman 
Bautista is welcoming visitors and is recovering at home.  Chapter needs 100% accountability to make sure we 
are in the loop and not let a brother get sick or pass without our knowledge.  Chaplain emphasized that not 
only do we need everybody’s BIO and photo but we need to know who the “next of kin” is. 
 
OLD Business:  1st Group SF Reunion, El Paso:  16-21 June 2009, Chase Suites, Dinner Saturday 20 June, 
Chairman Ike Camacho at powike@sbcglobal.net  Banquet will be at the Hyatt.  $100 registrations are being 
received – 66 paid so far.  Picnic planned at Cattleman’s, reception at the Marriott.  Committee meetings 
continue at noon before the Chapter 9 meeting – 14 members and 3 guests attended today.  Committee = Ike, 
Pete, Bill, Vern, Chuck, John S, Sam, Tony, Tom, Greg, Gus, China Boy, Ricky Smith and Sean Driscoll.  
Reunion Golf Tournament will take place at the Lone Star.  Committee uniforms was discussed.  Late 
Breaking News: Bill, John and China Boy made the 1st booze run to Mexico via Palomas on 26 December.  
An After Action Report was sent by email and is available on request . . . In short - take Route 9 along the MX 
border to Columbus, each person can transport 14 bottles across after paying duty of a little over a dollar on all 
but the 1st.  Make arrangements with Ike before you go.  Take Retired Mil ID or passport. 
 
Jerry Rainey Scholarship:  Carol Rainey presented a check for $100 from the Cook family in Atlanta.  Fund 
is growing as it needs to.  Donations are always needed and welcomed. 
 
Wreaths Across America:  Bill and China Boy made grave site visits for all 18 SF wreaths and took photos 
of each headstone.  Debbie reported that 2600 wreaths were placed.  15 Members and 1 USASMA student 
attended the ceremony at the cemetery. 
 
Other:  Playground needs 1 more load of gravel.  If Jerry Montoya can’t get it donated, we need to buy it.  
Greg made a motion to spend $600 if we need to so we can finish this project.  Seconded and passed.  Chapter 
Christmas Party was attended by about 85 members and guests.  Thank you Peggy Montoya.  Christmas Food 
Drive was a big success for the 14th year.  100 boxes of food were assembled and donated.  Jerry Montoya 
wants to retire and is looking for a Chairman for next year. 
 
New business:  Officer Rick Martinez from the Probation Boot Camp made a presentation.  Chapter will be 
doing something for these “at risk” kids.  Richard Bacon of USASMA made a thank you presentation to 
President for our support of the Christmas Tree lighting.  Fedencio presented the chapter copies of a photo 
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collage he produced.  Operation Noel:  Greg made a motion to donate $500 to this “coats to kids” program, 
seconded by Bill.  Passed. 
 
82nd News:  They are closed for the holidays from their normal Friday and Saturday evening open bar.  They 
are gearing up for their “Sun City All Airborne Fiesta V” this year in El Paso.  2 June – 6 July 2009, El Paso 
Marriott Hotel.  $75 per person registration.  NEW 82nd Chapter website: www.bpaac.org  
 
Announcements & Good of the Order:  Secretary passed around the roster from national and requested 
corrections if any.  Also passed around the list of bio and photo needs, and the pictures of the headstones at 
Fort Bliss Cemetery.  Tom Connell mailed a letter and plans to reactivate himself.  Veteran Salute law was 
discussed.  Greg made a statement that he would like to see us name the food drive (Dominguez-Montoya 
suggested) – no decision made yet.  Secretary needs  list of those who need a blazer and their size.  A separate 
email will be sent to the Chapter requesting this, with follow-up at the meeting.  Joe was asked to maintain 
blazer shields and ties.  Anybody who desires to have their blazer embroidered contact Pete.  Chapter needs to 
order more polo shirts.  Everybody who is not a Life Member needs to pay their 2009 dues. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 14:05 hours. 
 
Following the meeting LULAC made a presentation to the VFW of $1000 to assist in feeding the Troops.  
Also, $100 was presented to Cecelia for her long hours donated at the LULAC Festival. 
 

 
Wreaths Across America 
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President Pete’s Oval Office 
 
As we close down another GREAT year as Chapter IX, I want to same mucho, mucho thanks for all your 
support to not only myself, but each other as well. We are a great family and like all family’s we have our ups 
and downs. Also like all families, we would not hesitate to take the shirts off our backs to help a fellow 
brother or sister. I mention our sisters because they are as much a part of this fraternal order of knuckle 
draggers as anyone. Without their support we would not be where we are today, both as individuals and as a 
chapter. Here’s to ya ladies ☺  2009 brings more challenges and as a team, we will attack, overpower and 
conquer like we have for years past. Our next major project is the 1st Group Reunion and then the golf 
tournament not to mention selecting more deserving candidates’ for our brother Jerry Rainey and his 
scholarship.  God bless you and your family, happy holidays and here’s to another successful year. 
 
Pete Peral, President SFA Chapter IX   

Santa (currently a student at USASMA) 
made a visit to the SFA 9 Christmas Party.  
He decided he wanted to finally meet his 
hero Isaac Camacho.  Santa is a Green 
Beret? 
 
December has been a busy month for 
Chapter 9:  Christmas party; The 14th Annual 
Food for the needy project; Wreaths Across 
America; USASMA Christmas Tree 
lighting; Probation Boot Camp visit and 
finally the 1st Group Reunion booze run 
recon. 
 

 
Chaplain’s Corner:  May God continue to bless the USA, Chaplain John Szilvasy 
 
When we are confronted by the joys and sorrows of life, we should remember the words of King Solomon of 
Israel and draw comfort from his words from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8:  "To everything there is a season, a time for 
every purpose under heaven" (Eccl. 3:1).  If we were given our choice, we would immediately choose to laugh 
rather than to weep, to dance rather than mourn, and to gain rather than lose from our choices (Eccl. 3:4,6).  
Whatever season you are in, it is always the season to trust God as revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ, the 
Savior and Lord of those who believe in Him, His words, and His life. When we do trust God in the seasons of 
our lives, we find with certainty that "God is our refuge and strength" (Psalm 46:1).  It helps to remember, 
"Just as the winter turns to spring, our lives have changing seasons too; so when a gloomy forecast comes, 
remember - God has plans for you"  -David Sper. (This was adapted from "Our Daily Bread" Radio Bible 
Class Daily Devotional, December 31, 2008, www.rbc.org)  Chaplain John Szilvasy 
 
Let me know if you move, any announcements that you would like to make, SICK CALL-PLEASE- TELL ME IF 
YOU KNOW OF ANYONE SICK OR IN DISTRESS!!! , Bill Snider, 5200 Ballinger Drive, El Paso, Texas 79924, C 
915-667-9527; H 915/821-3449; sniderbill@worldnet.att.net Chapter IX, Special Forces Association, publishes this 
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monthly newsletter. The opinions expressed by the writers are entirely their own and are not to be considered as an 
official expression of Chapter IX, or the Special Forces Association. 


