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Special Forces Association 
Isaac Camacho Chapter IX 
5200 Ballinger Dr. 
El Paso, Texas 79924 

Address service requested 
 
 

 
 

«Fname» «Lname» 
«Addr» 
«City», «ST» «Zip» 
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http://www.sfa9.org/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Next Meeting February 21st, 1300 at VFW Post 812, McKelligon Canyon 
1st Group Reunion Committee Meeting at noon before each meeting 

 

After meeting meal hosts: FEB – Ike, MAR – Greg; APR - TBD 
 

SFA 2009 Convention Sunday June 7 - Friday 12 June 2009, Las Vegas, Nevada 
1st Group Reunion, El Paso, 16-21 June – See below notes from meeting 

 

Reminder, everybody should turn in their Bio and picture to the Secretary. 

Pete Peral, President 
915-526-6960 

Crash18e@gmail.com 

Greg Brown, VP 
915-525-4492 

rgrbrown@juno.com 

 

Bill Snider, Secretary 
915-667-9527 

sniderbill@worldnet.att.net 

John Szilvasy, Chaplain             
915-757-9006 

jszilva@elp.rr.com 

 

Jose Ibarra, Treasurer 
915-779-3373 
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                                  Raul Ramos                                            Randy Krueger                                       Pete Peral 
 

Minutes of Meeting 17 January:   
Chapter Vice President Greg Brown called the meeting to order at 13:10 hours with the citing of the pledge of 
allegiance followed by a prayer from Chaplain Szilvasy which included a moment of silence at the request of 
Billy Waugh for Jason T. (Woody) Woodworth, who passed away this week.  Also, the Roman Bautista 
family was asked to be in our prayers.  In attendance:  Ike Camacho, Chuck Von Kriegsfield, Vern Walden, 
Gus Gonzalez, Fedencio Gonzalez, Bill Snider, Ramon “Moose” Saiz, Leo Enriquez, Pablo Sanchez, Tony 
Lara, Jose Ibarra, Tom Brady, John Szilvasy, Greg Brown, Sean Driscoll, Chuy Zamora, Benjamin Frias, & 
Joe “China Boy” Lopez showed up after the meeting.  President Pete Peral was out of town and could not 
attend. 
 

Sick Call:  Roman Bautista passed away this week.  Funeral scheduled for Tuesday, 20 January at Fort Bliss 
Cemetery, 13:30.  Flowers will be sent from Anita’s flowers.  Blazers and Berets to be worn.  Several 
members will be pall bearers.  Chapter voted to pay half of the tab for the after funeral wake at VFW 812.  
Steve Franzoni called to report that his back went out the morning of the meeting.  Joe Lopez called to report 
that he had to pick up his wife from the hospital who just had surgery for vein blockage.  Chapter needs 100% 
accountability to make sure we are in the loop and not let a brother get sick or pass without our knowledge.  
Chaplain emphasized that not only do we need everybody’s BIO and photo but we need “next of kin”. 
 

Guests and New Members:  Stirley Cochran joined as a new member but could not attend.  Eddie Limas 
from San Antonio renewed his dues with Chapter 9. 
 

December’s meeting minutes were accepted.  Treasurers’ report:  Chapter account is healthy. Rainey 
Scholarship account has $3100+. 
 
OLD Business:  1st Group SF Reunion, El Paso:  16-21 June 2009, Chase Suites, Dinner Saturday 20 June, 
Chairman Ike Camacho at powike@sbcglobal.net  Banquet will be at the Hyatt.  $100 registrations are being 
received.  Picnic planned at Cattleman’s, reception at the Marriott.  Committee meetings continue at noon 
before the Chapter 9 meeting – Report was given by Bill about the recent booze run to Mexico.  Committee = 
Ike, Pete, Bill, Vern, Chuck, John S, Sam, Tony, Tom, Greg, Gus, China Boy, Ricky Smith and Sean Driscoll.  
SFA Uniform:  Bill will get update on blazers from Florida.  Joe purchased 10 flashes and blazer patches.  He 
still has ties available.  Depot USA has berets and may stock flashed and crests if SFA will sell them.  Chapter 
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needs to find out about uniforms for Associate and Honorary Members.  Christmas Food Drive:  Tom moved 
to call the food drive the Dominguez-Montoya Annual SF Christmas Food Drive.  Seconded by Ike.  Passed. 
 
Other:  Playground needs 1 more load of gravel.  If Jerry Montoya can’t get it donated, we need to buy it.  
Chuy discussed the certification process for issues about membership and said that 2 people need to certify 
documents when needed at Washington DC.  He can assist if the need arises. 
 
New business:  John McLaughlin Golf Tournament:  Greg scheduled the 4th Annual tournament for 19 
September 2009.  National turmoil issues were discussed.  Chapter 9 has no current issues other than we want 
something done to change the status for Honorary Members and the Widows.  SF Picture Posters: Fedencio 
passed out posters for those who wanted them.  He prepares photo collages and prints them and donates them.  
Joe Ibarra discussed a membership issue with Albert Robinson.  Chuy will follow up with the Secretary. 
 
82nd News:   “Sun City All Airborne Fiesta V”, 2 June – 6 July 2009, El Paso Marriott Hotel.   
$75 registration, per person.  NEW 82nd Chapter website: www.bpaac.org  
 
 
 
Announcements & Good of the Order:  Bill announced that Joe Lopez was selected to the Hall of Fame for 
UT Arlington for being the ROTC Instructor for many years.  Joe is the first NCO to be selected.  Gus 
reviewed the Bautista funeral events.  Chaplain Szilvasy will do the prayer for the SF portion of the services 
after the coffin tap.  Pablo announced that his Life Membership appeared in the DROP.  Greg read a thank you 
letter for “Christmas food baskets from Mickie in Chihauhita.”  Secretary needs list of those who need a blazer 
and their size in addition to bio and photo.  Chapter needs to order more polo shirts.  Everybody who is not a 
Life Member needs to pay their 2009 dues. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 14:06 hours. 
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From the Fiesta de las Flores (Cohen Stadium) in August, 2008.  (Leo, Ike, Bill and Gus) 

 
President Pete’s Oval Office 
 
Well here we are 2009 and we’re off to a great start!  We’re continuing the 1st Group Reunion meetings 1 hour 
prior to our scheduled meeting and we’re on track for that great event.  As mentioned in the New Business 
section, there are some major “issues” between national and certain individuals within SFA but they do not 
affect us directly, and never will.  We run a tight ship and maintain the integrity and esprit de corps that are 
inline with our, the Special Forces Warriors, culture. I’ve been in contact with National and have voiced those 
feelings to them. I will follow the events as they progress and monitor the situation.  If I feel the actions of 
national are in any way going to affect Chapter 9, I will intervene accordingly.  I encourage you all to sign on 
to the SFA National web site and keep abreast of what’s happening.  The SFA “Official” web site is 
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Pete Peral, President SFA Chapter IX 
 
Chaplain’s Corner:  May God continue to bless the USA, Chaplain John Szilvasy 
Our typical resolutions in January are to lose weight, exercise more, spend less time at work and more time 
with family.  It is not surprising that we want to change the things in our lives that we're unhappy about, even 
though most New Year's resolutions are kept for no more than three weeks.  I wonder if you were to ask God 
what He wants you to change, improve, or begin this year.  He might tell you to demonstrate more fruit of the 
Holy Spirit in your life, which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control (Galatians 5:22-23), or "Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate 
you, and pray for those who...persecute you" (Matthew 5:44), or "Walk according to His (God's) 
commandments" (2 John 1:6).  As believers and new creations, we can be free from old patterns and failures.  
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We must ask God to help us live each day in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Remember, resolutions are easier 
to keep when you rely on God.  Adapted from "Our Daily Bread" January 10, Radio Bible Class.  
 
Chaplain John Szilvasy 
 

 
Photo from the Fiesta de las Flores in August (Coliseum).  (L to R) Vern Walden, Gus Gonzalez, recent Silver 
Star recipient SSG Omar Hernandez and his wife Jennifer, MSG Mike Riga from USASMA Class 59. 
 
Let me know if you move, any announcements that you would like to make, SICK CALL-PLEASE- TELL ME IF 
YOU KNOW OF ANYONE SICK OR IN DISTRESS!!! , Bill Snider, 5200 Ballinger Drive, El Paso, Texas 79924, C 
915-667-9527; H 915/821-3449; sniderbill@worldnet.att.net Chapter IX, Special Forces Association, publishes this 
monthly newsletter. The opinions expressed by the writers are entirely their own and are not to be considered as an 
official expression of Chapter IX, or the Special Forces Association. 


